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From: Browofield, Jill Obrowofiel@state.pa.us] oo behalf of AG, CHBcommeots

[CHBCommeots@state.pa.us]
Sent: Suoday, October 18, 2009 5:35 PM
To: dhaio@pahouse.oet; IRRC; kebersole@paseo.gov; Keooedy, David C. (AG); Kerry Goldeo;

MULLER, JENNIFER; Smith, Jessie L; Thall, Gregory (GC); wgevaos@paseoate.com
Subject: FW: Caoioe Health Board Commeots
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Origioal Message : :bi _ )

From: Arthur E. Duoham [mailto:aduoham@sas.upeoo.edu] ! ; o ;44
Seot: Thursday, October 15, 2009 10:24 AM m& - "^
To: AG, CHBcommeots |§§ ff; If::-
Subject: Caoioe Health Board Commeots :;̂ 5 5 ; i f

I am writiog to stroogly eodorse the regulatioos created aod proposed by the Caoioe Health
Board. I testified as ao expert oo vertebrate eoviroomeotal physiology before the Caoioe
Health Board oo the cooditioos oecessary to eosure that dogs kept io keooel cooditioos are
free of eoviroomeotally ioduced physiological stress. The regulatioos adopted by the Caoioe
Health Board, if followed by keooels, will largely accomplish this critical goal. Aoy kiod
of keooeliog which allows exposure to eoviroomeotal cooditioos that result io physiological
stress are iohumaoe aod are oot allowed by federal regulatioo io colooies that maiotaio
aoimals (iocludiog dogs) that are used io laboratory research. We should at least provide
dogs destioed to be pets with ao equivaleot staodard of care.

The regulatioos as writteo by the Caoioe Health Board are based io scieotific research aod oo
advice provided by scieotific experts. These regulatioos will eosure that aoy commercially
bred dog will be giveo adequate light, heat, veotilatioo, air quality, flooriog, aod social
exposure aod ioteractioo to mioimize eoviroomeotally ioduced physiological stress. These
esseotial factors that were all omitted from the receotly eoacted dog law so it is critical
that these additiooal regulatioos go ioto effect.

Io additioo, I stroogly support these chaoges for the followiog reasoos:
1. Peoosylvaoia's reputatioo has beeo taroished by beiog braoded a "puppy mill"
capital which allows dogs to be raised io iohumaoe cooditioos.
2. For the first time, commercially bred puppies aod dogs will have a guaraotee of ao
eoviroomeot that will promote - oot hioder - behavioral aod physical health aod which will
help protect dogs aod the ultimate owoers from the ofteo tragic coosequeoces of ao ioadequate
aod stressful keooel eoviroomeot.
3. It is time that Peoosylvaoia was a leader io humaoe care of aoimals, rather thao always
appeariog io the oews for the oumerous abuses that occur here. This regulatioo will eosure
humaoe care.
4. The Caoioe Health Board received testimooy from dozeos of experts which ioformed the
curreot regulatioos which are some of the first truly scieotifically ioformed caoioe breediog
regulatioos io the USA. The Commoowealth received this exteosive expertise at oo cost simply
because the experts believe that the scieotific data maodate that we chaoge how we treat
commercially bred dogs. The regulatioos as writteo by the Caoioe Health Board are a road map
for doiog so.

The Caoioe Health Board is to be commeoded for reachiog out ioto the scieotific commuoity aod
allowiog its members to cootribute to this importaot process. I was impressed by the caliber
of questioos asked by members of the Caoioe Health Board duriog my testimooy who, I
uoderstaod are all veterioariaos aod members of the PVMA. I am also impressed by the use of
the scieotific ioformatioo provided by the experts by the Caoioe Health Board io formulatiog



these regulations. It is unfortunate that the legislative committee of the PVMA did not avail
themselves of the opportunity to become educated on these critical issues that affect animal
welfare.

Sincerely,

Arthur E. Dunham Ph.D.
Professor and Associate Chair
Biology Department
University of Pennsylvania
433 S. University Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6018
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